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Imported to Canada in 1968 from France, Limou-
sin is one of the five major breeds in the country. 
It is known throughout the world as the leading 

breed for carcass quality and yield. Like Limousin 
animals adapted to the terrain and environment in 
France, they also quickly acclimatized to Canadian 
conditions and management methods to secure a 
position in the North American beef industry.

Careful genetic selection has been on-going for 
over 40 years in Canada. Canadian Limousin breed-
ers have been perfecting economically important 
traits and convenience traits such as calving ease, 
polled, performance and feed conversion from birth 
to slaughter.

The black gene has also been introduced 
among the domestic Limousin population, allowing 
for greater specific market acceptance.

Hybrid animals containing Limousin blood are 
also recorded in the Canadian Herdbook. More par-
ticularly if they are a Limousin/Angus composite, 
they are labeled under the trademark Lim-Flex®.

Year CE BW WW YW MCE Milk MWWT GEST DOC SCRO STAY CWT REA FAT Marb

1990 7.7 1.8 25.7 46.6 2.7 15.7 28.6 0.0 1.0 -0.1 9.0 -4.48 0.26 -0.01 -0.05

1991 7.6 1.9 26.4 47.8 2.8 15.4 28.6 0.0 1.2 -0.1 9.0 -3.79 0.25 -0.01 -0.05

1992 7.3 2.0 27.2 49.1 2.7 15.4 29.0 0.0 1.2 -0.1 9.2 -3.02 0.26 -0.01 -0.05

1993 7.0 2.2 28.0 50.5 2.6 15.5 29.5 -0.1 1.1 0.0 9.4 -3.42 0.26 -0.01 -0.05

1994 6.8 2.3 28.8 51.7 2.5 15.7 30.1 -0.1 1.2 0.0 9.5 -2.93 0.26 -0.01 -0.05

1995 6.5 2.5 29.7 53.2 2.3 15.7 30.6 -0.1 1.5 0.0 9.5 -2.81 0.26 -0.01 -0.05

1996 6.4 2.5 30.6 54.8 2.4 16.2 31.5 -0.1 1.7 0.0 10.0 -2.31 0.28 -0.01 -0.06

1997 6.3 2.6 31.5 56.5 2.4 16.2 32.0 -0.2 2.2 0.0 10.4 -1.45 0.3 -0.01 -0.06

1998 6.1 2.7 32.5 58.1 2.4 16.4 32.7 -0.2 3.0 0.1 10.7 -1.07 0.31 -0.01 -0.06

1999 6.0 2.8 33.4 59.9 2.5 16.7 33.4 -0.3 4.4 0.1 11.1 0.34 0.33 -0.01 -0.06

2000 6.1 2.8 33.7 60.3 2.4 16.9 33.7 -0.3 4.5 0.1 11.3 -0.1 0.34 -0.01 -0.06

2001 5.9 2.8 34.9 62.3 2.3 17.2 34.7 -0.4 5.5 0.1 11.6 0.83 0.34 -0.01 -0.06

2002 5.8 2.9 36.0 64.1 2.3 17.3 35.4 -0.4 6.0 0.1 11.9 1.81 0.35 -0.01 -0.07

2003 5.8 2.9 36.7 65.6 2.4 17.5 35.9 -0.5 6.7 0.1 12.4 3.15 0.36 -0.01 -0.07

2004 5.7 3.0 37.9 67.9 2.5 18.2 37.2 -0.6 7.2 0.2 12.9 5.48 0.37 -0.01 -0.07

2005 5.6 3.0 38.5 68.8 2.4 18.2 37.5 -0.7 8.0 0.2 13.3 5.36 0.38 -0.01 -0.07

2006 5.6 3.0 39.1 69.8 2.4 18.4 38.0 -0.7 9.2 0.2 13.7 6.64 0.39 -0.01 -0.07

2007 5.6 3.0 40.2 71.4 2.6 18.6 38.7 -0.8 9.7 0.3 14.1 8.05 0.4 -0.01 -0.07

2008 5.8 3.0 41.0 72.9 2.7 19.2 39.7 -0.8 11.7 0.3 14.3 9.66 0.41 -0.01 -0.07

2009 6.0 2.9 41.8 74.4 3.0 19.3 40.2 -0.9 12.4 0.3 14.9 12.79 0.44 -0.01 -0.07

2010 6.4 2.7 42.4 75.4 3.4 19.7 40.9 -1.0 13.2 0.3 14.9 13.51 0.43 -0.01 -0.06

2011 6.2 2.8 43.8 77.8 3.4 20.3 42.2 -1.1 14.6 0.4 14.7 15.99 0.46 -0.01 -0.06

* MCE is CETM

Canadian Limousin Genetic Trend
s

“No breed can make my cows 
as much money as the Limousin breed”

Greg Appleyard, Cattleland
Strathmore, Alberta, Canada

Limousin
The adapted breed.

CE= Calving Ease, BW= Birth Weight, WW= Weaning Weight, YW= Yearling Weight, MCE= Maternal calving ease, 

MWWT= Maternal Weaning Weight, Gest.= Gestation, DOC= Docility, SCRO= Scrotal Circumference, 

STAT= Stayability, CWT= Carcass weight, REA= Rib eye area, Marb.= Marbling





In commercial production, using Limousin genet-
ics allows access to a spectrum of conveniences 
and added benefits.

Using a Limousin sire has proven to be one of 
the best crosses with British based females. Limousin 
genetics add muscle, therefore extra weight at wean-
ing, and the blend of British and Limousin blood 
makes for the perfect carcass recipe with yield and 
marbling. The Limousin sire also preserves calving 
ease as the breed offers the smallest birth weights of 
all the continentals.

Canada uses the Lim-Flex® trade mark to label 
Limousin x Angus hybrid animals that are recorded 
in our registry. The label is only given to animals 
whose parents are registered with the Angus and 
the Limousin breeds.

The commercial Limousin female is also appre-
ciated by large and small producers alike. She has 
optimum milk production, colored teats and ud-
ders preventing sunburn. She provides outstanding 
mothering ability; longevity and higher end result 
salvage values.

Whether Limousin genetics is injected from the 
sire or dam side of a commercial herd, they consis-
tently offer economically important traits. Further-
more, uniform color is achieved in red, apricot or 
black, an appealing choice for buyers.

Limousin
 The convenient breed.

“The Limousin cows 
are good mothers 

with easy 
calving ability and 
get out and look 
after themselves.  

The Limousin 
calves are strong and 

vigorous at birth.”    

Greg & Karen Gordon
Ridge Ranch

Hanna, Alberta, Canada
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Great Western Beef expo

Limousin - 1st place Net Profit
Limousin - 1st and 2nd place 
   Feed Efficiency
Limousin – 1st, 2nd, 6th lace 

    Average Daily 
    Carcass Gain

Limousin BuLLs and 
residuaL feed intake

Limousin bulls were tested 
among nine other breeds at the 
midLand BuLL test station under a 70 
day individual Residual Feed Intake 
trial. The Limousin bulls proved to 
be  0.67 lbs (1.5 kg) more efficient at 
converting than the average of the 
10 breeds.

Limousin feeder CattLe exCeL

A group of straight Limousin cattle from Wulf 
Limousin was put on a feed trial against Red Angus/
Hereford cross commercial feeders. 

The animals were fed for 174 days, starting in 
the Fall of 2009 through Spring 2010. The study was 
conducted by the University of Minnesota. 

This table  
(below right) shows 
how the Limou-
sin surpassed the 
commercial cattle 
for gain, dry matter 
intake, feed conver-
sion and dressing 
percentage.

Limousin RA x HH
Initial Body Weight, lbs 667 607
Final Body Weight, lbs 1375 1293
Average Daily Gain, lbs 4.07 3.94
Dry Matter Intake, lbs/day 20.4 21.0
Feed Conversion 5.01 5.33
Dressing Percent 64.4 61.9



Limousin
The profitable breed.

The direct relationship between feed efficiency, 
carcass cutability and profitability was put to 
test in a trial conducted by the Iowa Limousin 

Association, Wulf Cattle and Iowa State University’s 
Animal Science & Meat Lab.

Three steers were selected; a purebred Limou-
sin, a Lim-Flex and an Angus. They were visually ap-
praised for optimum phenotypic breed characteris-
tics and uniformity. 

The carcass results were compared, ultimately 
illustrating true profitability by factoring feed effi-
ciency and value of retail product. Market pricing for 
the week of slaughter was used to determine the to-
tal value of saleable product as well as cost of carcass 
waste and inefficiency. 

Results from this project and other combined 
industry research indicates Limousin cattle, on aver-
age, have a $45 (US)  per head feed cost advantage 
and a dressing advantage of 1-2%. Further data indi-
cates each increase in dressing percentage equates 
to an additional $25(US) per head. 

For example, the average Limousin steer in this 
study, based on feed efficiency, yield and quality 
grade differences, returned an additional $95 (US) 
per head.

“We will pay up to six 
cents more per pound 

for Limousin cross 
calves over Charolais. 
Our records proved the 
yield superiority of the 

Limousin cross 
animals.”

Jack Chaffe
Mitchell, Ontario, Canada
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Limousin
 The natural genetic advantage.

Limousin cattle excel in feed efficiency and have 
proven to consume less than other animals of 
the same size and yet perform to equal or su-

perior levels. 

Limousin influenced calves are also sought 
after for their outstanding carcass quality. The big-
gest domination is the carcass competition at the 
Canadian Western Agribition (largest beef show in 
Canada) where Limousin sired animals have won an 
unprecedented 32 championships in 28 consecutive 
years with both steers and heifers. A record that has 
never been equaled.  

Carcass yield is synonymous with profit, as it is 
the direct calculation of meat ratio over waste.   Lim-
ousin genetics naturally boost the yielding ability.

Consumers recognize Limousin meat for its 
leanness and its fine grain. Limousin genetics will 
achieve maximum beef quality to create an excep-
tional and healthy experience for consumers. 

Top chefs such as Roger Wils, CEO of Saucier 
Foods Inc. located in Scarborough, Ontario uses Lim-
ousin meat in his ready-to-serve fine gourmet prod-
ucts as well as fresh cuts of beef.

Limousin beef is 
lean without 

sacrificing a full, 
rich beef flavour. 

 I have particularly 
enjoyed teaching 
consumers how to 
use lesser known 
cuts such as Flat 
Iron Steak which 
has a very fine 
beefy flavour 

and is perfect on 
the grill.  
Deborah Reid

Chef, writer and culinary 
consultant. 

Breed group means for muscle growth efficiency 

and red meat yield (MARC 1999 Technical Bulletin, #1875)

Efficiency 
of Retail 
Product 

Production 
to 463 lbs*

Dressing % Ribeye 
Area

Percent 
Retail

Product

Angus 26 61.3 10.6 61.5

Charolais 50 60.7 12.5 68.7

Gelbvieh 49 59.9 13.0 70.0

Hereford 24 60.3 10.5 60.1

Limousin 57 63.4 13.4 72.3

Simmental 46 59.8 12.6 68.4

*Retail product gain/Mcal of ME





Canada enjoys an enviable reputation as a source 
of productive and safe beef cattle genetics; a 
record unmatched in the world. A number of 

factors contribute to this high level of success. The 
list includes a clean environment fostered by careful 
stewardship, healthy livestock supported by a national 
animal health and safe food policy, mandatory identi-
fication, provincial programs, dedicated professionals, 
careful record keeping, accurate genetic improvement 
programs delivered by national breed associations, 
leading edge research conducted by leading universi-
ties and corporate entities. 

The Canadian Limousin Association (CLA) is a non-
profit, member-owned organization with the primary 
function of maintaining the pedigree herdbook of 
Limousin cattle in Canada. We are committed to the 
improvement of the Limousin breed by way of perfor-
mance programs, research, education, advertising and 
promotion, and export.  We also have a Junior Associa-
tion offering a system to encourage and help young 
people wanting to move into being active Limousin 
breeders. 

Genetic predictions of Canadian Limousin ani-
mals are expressed in Expected Progeny Differences 
(EPD’s), calculated twice a year. It takes for account the 
animal’s own performance, the animal’s relatives and 
the animal’s progeny. Each trait receives an EPD and 
an accuracy reflecting the amount of information re-
ceived. There is also a research project in progress that 
is exploring the addition of molecular breeding values 
to the EPD’s.

For more information about the Limousin breed in 
Canada, please visit our website: 

www.limousin.com
Canadian  Limousin  The right choice.
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New Brunswick
Nova Scotia
Prince Edward Island

12 breeders
100 Limousin cows
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Canadian         Limousin
Canadian Limousin Association                                                       #13, 4101-19 Street NE Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2E 7C4 

Phone:  (403) 253-7309  Toll-free:  1-866-886-1605 Fax: (403) 253-1704                                                                           www.limousin.com


